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An attempt to understand readers’ reading representations
: How did readers activate the reading strategies?

MASUDA Hiroko
Abstract

This article aims to clarify how readers construct the reading representations
on explanatory text. It is intended to understand the reading processes in which
the inadequate reading, including value-biased reading occur by using the reading
and interview session. The participants(Ps)are 3rd year students in university;
Repeatedly, Ps are asked to read the text at first by themselves(reading session),
then to answer some questions on the text immediately after the reading session
(interview session). Their utterances in the interview session are analyzed.
Results are as follows:1) though the parts of “significant(to understand this text)”
and of “generated(from this text)” are likely to be utilized to construct reading
representations of the parts of the text, the part of “non-significant but impressive”,
“the logical operation”, and “the guessing” are likely to be utilized for the reading
representations of whole text. 2)On the whole, neither the top-down strategy nor
the bottom-up strategy is not utilized appropriately by Ps. To develop instruction for
these difficulties from the views of educational psychology is needed.

Keywords : explanatory text, value-biased reading, reading representations,
reading strategies, students in university
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