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On Social Positions under the Kamakura Shogunate
KITAZUME Masao

Abstract

The previous work on social positions under the shogunate attempted a certain investiga-
tion into backgrounds (family histories) and shogunate law, in addition to customs.
However, the Mirror of the East (Azuma Kagami), customs and a number of historical texts
from the Kamakura period (of which few were relevant) were the basis for the reinvestiga-
tion. A deeper understanding seems to have been achieved regarding the shogun and the
shikken (regent to the shogun, the same office occupied by Oe no Hiromoto), in addition to
powerful samurai of fifth and sixth rank, middle lower class sixth and seventh rank samur-
ai, and the vassals who supported them, although on this occasion this research was unable
to sufficiently investigate the peasants whom they ruled.

Keywords: powerful samurai, lower middle class samurai, vassals
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