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Is Local Environmental Governance Possible: The Case of Kamakura City
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“Think Globally, Act Locally” has been the most influential
phrase to ecologists throughout the world. With this slogan,
ICLEI (International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives)
movement, proclaimed at the Earth Summit in 1992, had been
prevailing among municipalities through 1990s. In this movement,
local governments are requested to build up eco-offices and eco-
poleis along with citizen participation.

Among Japanese municipalities taking part in the movement,
Kamakura City, famous as an ancient capital of the Middle Ages, is
one of the earliest and most advanced. The case of Kamakura
would provide us with a good example to evaluate the achievements
and unintended outcomes of ICLEI movement. This paper will
examine the environmental policy of the city government and its
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outcome.
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