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On the Use and Sovereignty of Fields and Mountains in Medieval Times

KITAZUME, Masao
Abstract

It goes without saying that nature is essential to human existence. While people have
been dependent on the natural environment, they also have focused on altering it. Such
efforts in medieval times sometimes led to the devastation of fields and mountains and to
larger-scale natural disasters. Regarding fields and mountains, which are the focus of this
paper, people have been reclaiming them for farming since ancient times, and there have
been vehement conflicts among the classes over the products of fields and mountains. In deciding
cession and sovereignty of fields and mountains, the state has favored landowners by granting
them permission to manorialize such lands. Various disputes arose over the sovereignty of
fields and mountains, as well as over the ownership of vegetation produced there. This
study attempts to detail how people of those days, including landowners and peasants, became
involved in and settled such disputes.
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