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Study on Comprehension Processes in an Instructional Situation (VI):
On the Processes of Teaching and Learning in the Use of Literary Material

KOBAYASHI, Yoshikazu

Abstract

It has been pointed out that it is difficult for students who read “Gon, the Fox” to change
their understanding of the story, which forms naturally through their reading frameworks of
“self-examination and retribution” and “empathy”. This is true even after they are encouraged
in class to read from a different viewpoint, and it is because most of the students identify with
the protagonist, Gon.

Based on the concept of Representational Redescription (Karmiloff-Smith, 1992), this
study provided an experimental lecture to 65 sixth-graders who were considered to have
“formed a stable internal system” or already formed the above-mentioned fixed understanding
of this literary text.

In the class, the readers were instructed to pay attention to the contrasting depiction of
the protagonists, Gon and Heiju. Gon, the anthropomorphized fox, understands the human
heart and approaches Heiju, who is an ordinary human being and views Gon simply as a
beast he sees in everyday life. The class sought to lead the students to a different understanding
through comprehension of the two different viewpoints. The experimental lesson attempted
to rectify the reader’s habit of over-anthropomorphizing Gon, toward enabling the reader to
understand that Heiju regards Gon merely as a mischievous fox and therefore guns him
down, even though Gon sympathizes with the forlorn Heiju and tries to come closer to him.
The results suggest that comprehensive skills do not necessarily rely on the top-down form
of a given schema but on altered viewpoints as well as novel inferential buildups.
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