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Brain and Mind. A new philosophical perspective from neurology today
OGATA Keiji

Neuroscience has so progressed in the last decades of years that the so-called last mys-
tery of science, the relation between the consciousness and the brain, seems to be explained
in recent years. This expectation has however turned out to be too hasty. The philosophical
situation about the mind-body (-brain) problem is almost the same as in the Descartes
days: the materialists are on one side and the dualists on the other. According to the former
the consciousness will be explicated through organic mechanisms of the brain, while it can-
not be reduced to them according to the latter. There are indeed such mysteries that cannot
be explained under the materialistic perspective of the neural science in spite of its prog-
ress. In addition some of the new discoveries in the neural science are opposite to the
ongoing thoughts.

Keywords: cognitive neuroscience, neurophilosophy, neural correlates of consciousness,
mysteries of neural science, neuroethics
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