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Problems with inter-institution cooperation for children who need special support
— Ideal cooperation between preschool education facilities and schools —
Part 1 Study focused on the essence of problems and
the relation between child-care facilities and elementary schools

MAKINOQO Seiichi and ITO Norihiro

Abstract

The global viewpoint on “disability” has changed significantly over the past 10 years, as
represented by the recent policy of ICI" of WIIO. Also in Japan, the welfare field witnessed
some changes, such as the recent basic plan for the disabled and the Services and Supports
for Persons with Disabilities Act, and the educational field saw the shift from special
education to special needs education due to the law amendment from April 2007. In this cir-
cumstance, the authors focused on whether child-care facilities, which support childhood de-
velopment, and elementary schools cooperate with one another smoothly when disabled chil-
dren (including suspicious ones) enter school: and conducted surveys and analyses. Ques-
tionnaire sheets were sent by post to all o public elementary schools, authorized kindergar-
tens, and authorized nursery schools in the district of Ishikari, Hokkaido. Through the
analysis of answers, it was found that a council for the education for disabled children is
established in each municipality, and this is composed of school staff, disabled childhood
education staff, child-care staff, and administrative personnel in charge of health and wel-
fare, etc. However, it is difficult to say that elementary schools are smoothly provided by
child-care facilities with a great deal of information on the children suspected of being dis-
abled. Smooth cooperation among related institutions and personnel exists in only one city.
With the hope of enriching the cooperalion among disabled childhood education, child-care
facilities and schools, the authors analyzed (1) the factors in hindering such cooperation,

and (2) the factors in the cooperation of the city that is recognized as good.

Keywords: child-care, elementary school, inter-institution cooperation, council for support-
ing disabled childhood education, coordinator for special needs education
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