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Artificial life is the study of arti-
ficial systems that exhibit behavior
characteristics of natural living sys-
tems. It isthe quest to explain life in

any of its possible manifestations,
without restriction to the particular
examples that have evolved on earth.
This includes biological and chemical
experiments, computer simulation,
and purely theoretical endeavors.
Processes occurring on molecular,
social, and evolutionary scales are
The ulti-

mate goal is to extract the logical

subject to investigation.

form of living system.

Microelectronic technology and
genetic engineering will soon give us
the capacity to create new life form
in silico as well as vitro. This capac-

ity will present humanity with the

most far-reaching technical, theoreti-

cal, and ethical challenges it has ever

confronted. The time seems appropri-

ate for a gathering of those involved

in attempts to simulate or synthesize

aspects of living system.
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Artificial Life is the study of
man-made systems that exhibit
behaviors characteristic of natural
living systems. It complements the
traditional biological sciences con-
cerned with the analysis of living
organisms by attempting to synthe-
size life-like behaviors within com-
puters and other artificial media.

By extending the empirical founda-
tion upon which biology is based
beyond the carbon-chain life that has -
evolved on Earth, Artificial Life can
contribute to theoretical biology by
locating life-as-we-know-it within the
larger picture of life-as-it-could-be.
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