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In the context of statistics and information theory, a structure is

uncovered in the old Japanese literature “Man-yosyu”.

As specific

data the author concentrates on the frequency of the correspondence

between the writing and the meaning of “koto”.

To extract a hidden

structure the data are rank-ordered. Asymmetry in the correspon-
dence is analyzed and the same feature is found to be observed in the

modern Japanese.

In the data a normal distribution, which renders

the information entropy maximum for a fixed value of a variance, is
seen in the regression analysis of the frequency versus the rank.
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