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Rural Migration and Life Course:Life Course Construction through Talking about Motivation

KIDO Isao

Abstract

Based on a constructionist perspective, this paper examines the life course of
people who have experienced migration from an urban to a rural area. Focused on
their talking about the motivation for migration, their narratives gathered through
interview are analyzed. The author argues that, in the setting of the interview as
an interactional process, their narratives about migration are presented literally as
motivation according to reference to a number of different contexts. Focusing on the
four contexts of vocational career, personal time, historical time, and family career,
this paper illustrates that the practice of talking about motivation is also a practice,
discursively, of life course construction. In addition, as a preliminary consideration of
life course construction after migration, it is shown that their experiences are talked
of by reference to “local culture,” as shared by the people of the area.

Keywords : Life Course, Motivation, Constructionism
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