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Could Heidegger Criticize Traditional Ontology Truly? (3)

OKUYA Koichi

Abstract

“Being and Time” by Martin Heidegger has been described as the greatest philosophy
book of the 20th century. The first half of the book was published in 1927, but the second
half remained unfinished. This unfinished half was supposed to focus on criticism and
the ‘destruction’ of traditional ontology in Western philosophy. No draft of the second
half created by Heidegger exists. But he did try to complete that part in his lectures and
writings, from which the content can be approximately inferred. In this paper, I infer
the content of that unfinished second half based on Heidegger’s lectures and writings,
with the aim of comparing traditional ontology with Heidegger’'s ontology as well as
discussing whether he would have been able to truly accomplish the revolutionary task
of ‘destroying’ traditional ontology. Traditional ontology might be described as objective
ontology where the subjective view is eliminated. In contrast, Heidegger’'s ontology,
in a way, is a subjective ontology where an objective view is deleted in an attempt to
discover the meaning of existence in subjective time based on an analysis of human
existence as ‘being in the world’ and ‘Dasein’ (being there). Heidegger sought to achieve
the ‘destruction’ of objective ontology by means of subjective ontology. Was this not a
reckless attempt by Heidegger, who did not account for differences in levels between
objective ontology and subjective ontology? From the author’s perspective, Heidegger’s
attempt to ‘destroy’ traditional ontology was destined to be unsuccessful, being deeply
linked to and parallel with “Being and Time” having been left unfinished.

Keywords: destruction of traditional ontology, intentionality, primordial time, reality
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