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A8 cmPl EORMIE RS CREMES N2 AN EFEM L LT, EFRMANA SO PN 4T
HOEMREIELTVD LA TE 2%, Sk L7z X912, FEEBREE BT BAn A e
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Mechanism of Lithic Raw Material Procurement and Consumption

in the Oketo Microblade Industry

OTSUKA Yoshiaki

Abstract

This paper aims to discuss the attribute of procurement and consumption of raw
materials observed in Oketo microblade industry by identifying blade and microblade
cores from other tools recovered from Oketoazumi site and comparing their production
process and the results of obsidian source identification with those recovered from other
sites.

The results of analyses led to the following findings about Oketo microblade industry:
1) the industry utilizes relatively small (about 11-16cm) raw materials and 2) prefers
to choose larger blades produced in earlier stages of production process as tool blanks.
Moreover, the industry 3) consumes most of raw materials at each site and does not
tend to transport blade and microblade cores to sites within and outside the obsidian
source areas. Therefore, 4) it is elucidated that the industry’s tool production model
relies on utilizing local obsidian from the nearest source, supplemented with materials
from other sources.

Considering the above findings, we can conclude that Oketo microblade industry
applied procurement and consumption tactics that combine multiple obsidian source
areas with their frequent and cyclic returns there.

Keywords: Hokkaido, Paleolihic, Oketo microblade industry, lithic production process,
assemblage of obsidian sources
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