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Heidegger’'s Concept of History and Historicality (1)

OKUYA Koichi

Abstract

This paper critically analyzes Heidegger’'s discussion of ‘history’ and ‘historicality’ in
Being and Time. His discussion of ‘history’ and ‘historicality’ holds significance in several
respects. His analysis of human existence, which he called ‘Dasein’ (German: ‘being-there’),
reaches its peak with the presentation of ‘authentic being-there’, which has awakened
to ‘anticipatory resoluteness toward death’ from ‘inauthentic being-there’, which has
‘deteriorated’ into everydayness and averageness. This is because such ‘authentic being-
there’ exists as ‘historical existence’ in practice. As such a ‘historical existence’, ‘being-
there’ has its own ‘history’. However, its concrete mode lies in the idea that this ‘being-
there’ ‘decides’ to enter its own historical situation while being ready for its ‘death’,
‘succeeds’ and repeats’ the traditions of the past while contemplating the ‘future’, and
seizes the ‘fate’ and ‘destiny’ given to it in solidarity with the ‘community’ and the ‘people’.
This way of depicting the ‘history’ of ‘being-there’ is an extremely subjectivistic view of
history that almost completely excludes the societal conditions surrounding ‘being-there’
and that seems to confine ‘being-there’ to a closed, pseudo-religious relationship between
‘being-there’ and ‘being’, the deliverer of ‘fate’. Moreover, it was Heidegger's discussion
of ‘history’ and ‘historicality’ that formed the ideological foundation that led him to
become involved in Nazism six years later. In this paper, I shed light on the problems
with Heidegger's view of history and analyze the factors that led to his involvement in
Nazism.

Keywords: history and historicality, historical existence, community and people, fate
and destiny, inauthentic historicality and authentic historicity
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