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WHAT A RESEARCH PAPER IS

1. The research paper synthesizes your discoveries about a topic and your judgement,
interpretation, and evaluation of those discoveries.

2 . The research paper is a work that shows your originality.

3. The research paper acknowledges all sources you have used.

WHAT A RESEARCH PAPER IS NOT

1. A summary of an article or a book (or other source material) is NOT a research
paper.

2 . The ideas of others, repeated uncritically, do NOT make a research paper.

3 . A series of quotations, no matter how skillfully put together, does NOT make a
research paper.

5 . Copying or accepting another person’s work without acknowledging it, ... is NOT
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The thesis for a Master's degree is based upon a training in the problems and
methods of scientific investigation: upon independent research. The thesis for a Doctorate
is based upon independent original research: upon an investigation in which the frontiers
of knowledge have been explored and extended.
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