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The Activities of the Committee on Public Information during World War I and their In-
fuences on Unifying Americanization Movements

War propaganda of the United States during World War I depended on people’s voluntary

cooperation: many people brought forth ideas on information distribution, applied to be vol-
unteer speakers, and watched if the war cooperation was properly conducted. The Commit-
tee on Public Information welcomed peonle’s such cooperation, for the CPI regarded the
cooperation as a display of people’s democratic action, and thus the CPI would be proved
to be an democratic institution if it broadly accepted people’s suggestions. However, such
way the CPI adopted invited demoralization and simplification of Americanization move-
ments, which had had a rich variety of prescriptions and goals. The CPI had no way to
control the outbreak of Americanization hysteria.



