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A Psychological Examination on the Author’s Identity in Criminal Case Documents
MORI, Naohisa

Abstract

Regarding a robbery and murder case that occurred in Hiroshima Prefecture, the author
was requested by a lawyer to examine the possibility that a third person had added to the
accused’s written statements to authorities in which he admitted to committing the murder.
Two kinds of documents - written statements given to police and a “diary” written by the
accused while in police custody - were compared and examined both quantitatively and
qualitatively to determine whether both had been written by the same author. In the quantitative
examination, the two documents were compared in terms of the distribution of the numbers
of paragraphs in each text. This examination showed that the difference of the mean numbers
of paragraphs was about 4 paragraphs and that the overlapping of the two distributions
was as little as 20%. The qualitative examination revealed five kinds of characteristic
“styles of writing” in the accused’s “diary”. In two of the five stylistic features (“explanation
style” and “false start sentences”), differences were found between the two kinds of
documents. In the remaining three (“invisible turn of the agents”, “expressional repetition”
and “inappropriate use of honorific words”) no differences were detected, although no proof
supporting the author’s identity was found. The results of these examinations suggest the
possibility of third person involvement in the accused’s written statements and it cannot be
concluded that the author of the two documents is the same.

Key words: Criminal case, Psychological examination, Style of writing
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