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3.2.2 RZTEHMHE
O#E &M EA L~

SEEHICHE L Cd, TATIEERL TV 2woT, T, T2, T3 3KHEOF— % A5F H b
THbo FETLIZIMOFERI 2D R LERE T 55T EITo72. &k LTIL,
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The effects of school transition on school adjustment and academic motivation over the elementary
to junior high school period: VI
—Is school “transitional gap” syndrome really verified? A longitudinal analyses—
USUI Hiroshi
Abstract

We have tried to examine the reality of “transitional gap” syndrome from
elementary school to junior high school. We chose students in two elementary schools
and one junior high school in the same school district and collected the successive
data four times (T1 to T4) over one year and eight months period. Especially, we
focussed if the negative changes in school adjustment for students would occur in the
transition between schools. When the sixth grade students in T1 period came into the
first grade in junior high school, there were not significant negative change in their
school adjustment. In contrast, they significantly enhanced their study motivation
and study time in home after entering junior high school. Although achievement goal
orientation as classroom goal structure declined over school transition, this tendency
was not specific for this cohort sample. Most of other grade students also declined
their achievement goal orientation goal structure when they had come to the new
grade level (T2). However, their scores regained in T3 which were comparable to
the level in T1.

Therefore, the “transitional gap” was completely challenged. We discussed the
discrepancy between the gap hypotheses and our research evidence.

Key words : transitional gap, school transition, school adjustment, academic
motivation, longitudinal study, achievement goal theory
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