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Buildings in Xiongnu Empire
USUKI Isao, SAGAWA Masatoshi and MATSUSHITA Kenichi
Abstract

At various places in the Xiongnu nomadic Empire in Eurasian steppe, walled
settlements and villages, which are inconsistent with nomadic life style, were
constructed. This paper intends to show contents of Xiongnu buildings and to clarify
the process in which they were introduced to the Xiongnu Empire.

Xiongnu buildings are classified into the flat-land type and the pit type. The flat-
land type was influenced by Chinese architecture of Han dynasty, and in addition it
may have been influenced by Central Asian architecture. Meanwhile, the pit dwelling
seems to have been influenced by the architecture of the northern boundary of China.
It was confirmed that some articles on the introduction of architectural technology
from China and the relation of architectural technology between Xiongnu Empire
and Central Asian area exist in historical materials. It seems that Xiongnu Empire
systematically and intentionally carried out such introduction of technology for the
management of the empire.

Key words @ Xiongnu, nomadic state, sedentary settlement, building
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