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The constructing process of the concept “hikikomori”

MURASAWA Watari
Abstract

The aim of this paper is to consider the constructing process of the concept
“hikikomori”.

Before it was constructed, this concept had been included in the concept “futoko”.
The “futoko” began to receive attention in the late 1950s and the number increased
explosively in the 1980s. In 1992, The Ministry of Education showed their recognition
that anyone could be “futoko”. But after this cognition, it was easily accepted and a
new problem on the youth occurred as “post-futoko”.

In the late 1990s, this problem came to be called “hikikomori”, which was redefined
as a behavioral problem through epidemiological surveys.

Keywords : “hikikomori”, “futoko”, constructing process
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