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even to consider this work among Blake's “prophetic writings” are neglecting the most available key
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Perhaps his mother nurtured her strange son’s passion for poetry as she had his delight in drawing.
Certainly nothing we know of his pence-counting father suggests a love of literature. The volumes of
Chaucer and Shakespeare and Milton over which the boy pored may have come from her family---
Blake's impressive, indeed prodigious self-education may have been protected and encouraged by his
mother. (The Stranger From Paradise:A Biography of William Blake, p.26)
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The association of the Armitages and Blakes with the Moravians provided them with an unusual—
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Christian Kabbalism, Hermetic alchemy and Oriental mysticism;an European ‘high culture’ of religious

art, music and poetry;and a supportive political environment for opposition to current government
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