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During the 2017 school year, for theoretical research, I
researched, wrote and published the second edition of
“Blending technologies in second language classrooms.”
Then I presented this topic at the conference,

MoodleMoot Japan 2018 in Tokyo. For applied research,
I continued two blended learning projects in foreign
language education: 1) video assessment project, and 2)
open courseware sharing project.

The video assessment project entered its eighth year
of action research. Our Oral Communication teaching
team in SGU analyzed the results of video assessment
and published a joint paper in the JALT 2017 Conference
Proceedings. We found that students could review their
own video-recorded presentations online, but with less
frequency, and could use a detailed rubric to self-assess
their strong points and weak points. This self-
assessment continued to have a high correlation with
teacher assessment. The advantage of self-assessment is
that students did the assessment themselves, so the
depth of learning was much greater.

In the open courseware project, I worked with
collaborative research team with other SGU teachers.
We submitted an open courseware for English communi-
cation, which receive a prize at the Japan Moodle
Association e-learning Conference 2017. This research
will continue in 2018-19.
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The major portion of my individual research funds was
used for purchasing equipment for video recording,
including a camera and iPad, which was used in the video
assessment project. In addition, I hired a programmer to
rebuild and update some software plugins for use in the
Moodle learning management system — Sharing Cart.
Further, I spent funds for travel to national conferences

and an international conference in Burnel
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