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Mechanism of Raw Material Acquisition and Consumption during the Stage of Layer

VI of Tachikawa Loam Formation - In Relation to Utilization of Space -

OTSUKA Yoshiaki

Abstract

This article aims to explain the connection between the mechanism of obsidian
acquisition / consumption and utilization of space, as well as to discuss its historical
significance, based on the results of following examinations: 1) comparing the outcome
of a series of obsidian provenance analyses, and 2) analyzing the formation process of
sites as well as the in-situ data of obsidian usage and procurement in each site.

The examinations have revealed the following traces of human activities during the
Stage of Layer VI of Tachikawa Loam Formation: 1) raw materials were imported
from multiple obsidian sources located in the Central Highlands and made into
tools that were used primarily for hunting activities in the Musashino Uplands, 2)
accumulation of small-scale human activities resulted in the formation of larger sites
in the consumption area, 3) repeatedly-visited capital sites with different functions
such as bases of raw material importation and hunting camps interacted with smaller
hunting fields and secured the nomadic life of humans.

This carefully-planned utilization of space and raw materials, in combination with
the use of specific materials and the development of interior uplands revealed by
previous studies on lithic industries under AT volcanic ash, had become the driving
force behind the establishment of specialized form of residence for hunting activities.

Keywords : Stage of Layer VI of Tachikawa Loam Formation, Assemblage of obsidian
sources, Acquisition and consumption of raw material, Formation process
of site, Utilization of space
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