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Translator’s Summary
Erik Wolf, The Ideal Law in the National Socialist State

This text is a translation of The Ideal Law in the National Socialist
State (Das Rechtsideal des nationalsozialistichen Staates, 1934/1935), an
essay supporting the Nazi regime by Erik Wolf, a student of the German
relativist legal philosopher Gustav Radbruch. In this essay Wolf views
judges, who Radbruch had described as “servants of legal certainty”
upholding the democratic state, as “plenipotentiaries of the people's
community” (Beauftragter der Volksgemeinschaft) under Nazism, in
direct opposition to his teacher. At a time when freedom of thought and
expression were severely restricted, Radbruch wrote numerous essays
opposing the Nazi regime. Among them was Cicero in German: On

Johann von Schwarzenberg's Translation of De Officiis [On Duties]
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(Cicero deutsch: Zu Johann von Schwarzenbergs Officien - Ubersetzung,
1942), which contains the following passage: “A tyrant, or a mad dog on
the rampage: He who Kills them is to be praised and honored.” Cicero was
supporting the assassination of the tyrannical Caesar, and Radbruch
cited this viewpoint in his essay, while Wolf welcomed the rise of the
dictator Hitler. What role did relativist theory play in the works of these
three men? The translator's afterword, “Erik Wolf in the early years of
Nazism: Opposition to Radbruch's anti-Nazi stance” (SAPPORO
GAKUIN LAW REVIEW Vol. 35 No. 2, 2019), sought an answer to this

question.
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