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A comparison of curriculum between Japan and South Korea
regarding the field of expression

—Focusing on body expression—

AKIZUKI Akane
TSUKAMOTO Miku
KIMOTO Rika
KAMBAYASHI Isao

Abstract

There are many common parts in the school system in Japan and Korea. Compared
Japan with Korea, the curriculum of “physical education” in Korea seems to become
unenforced and it has been suggested a need for enriching the curriculum. In this
paper, I focused on “physical expression” of the preschool curriculum which is called
“expression” in japan and “art experience” in Korea. As a result, both curriculum
seem to be designed with similar aims, such as to enhance ability to express oneself
freely by fully engaging with the environment around children themselves. The
Korean curriculum illustrated the details age by age from three to five-years-old
children and showed some examples of activities that teachers should carry out. In
Japan, however, although the curriculum seems to have detailed descriptions, what
teachers actually conduct in class depends on each school.

Keywords: body expression, expression of subject, art experience, preschool
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