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I attended the 53rd International TATEFL (Inter-
national Association of Teachers of English as a Foreign
Language) Conference and Exhibition in Liverpool, UK
from April 2nd-5th 2019. It was my first time to attend
an overseas conference. It was interesting to discover
what is happening in the field of English language
teaching beyond Japan. I gave a poster presentation
entitled “From passive to active learning for college
students”.

I attended the annual JALT (Japan Association for
Language Teaching) 45th International Conference on
Language Teaching and Learning 2019 in Nagoya from



November 2nd-4th 2019. I gave a presentation entitled
“Let your students do the talking”.

In February I also attended the JALT Hokkaido 2020
Winter Language Teaching Conference and I have
participated at several METS (Meeting of English
Teachers in Sapporo) events throughout the year where
local teachers gather to share teaching ideas. I have
made several visits to nearby Bunkyodai Elementary
School (sometimes accompanied by SGU Child
Development course students) to observe English
lessons taught by the teachers there. None of these local
activities has required research funding.
OEANAREDHITHE

The majority of my research funds was used for travel
and accommodation expenses in order to attend the two
international conferences in Liverpool, UK and Nagoya,
Japan. My presentations at both conferences were
related to my interest in applying the language learning
techniques of Young Learners (ages 0-16) to the
teaching of college students such as those we teach here

at Sapporo Gakuin University.
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Teaching Empathy and
Sympathy through Disasters.

Rob Olson
Sapporo Gakuin University
Sunday, May 19th, 2019
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In 2019, as a PhD candidate at Hokkaido University
since April 2018, I have researched about 7 [ % |
learning accommodations, and inclusive practices, and
joined a weekly seminar class.

I have received a grant-in-aid for scientific research
(KAKENH]I), starting in April 2019.

I have joined a study meeting at SGU once every two
months, where members take turn to share their
research and engage in discussion.

I have conducted two trials and a pilot study related to
my PhD research. I have been analyzing the data
(assessment, questionnaires) and preparing for presen-
tations and the publishing of the findings.

I delivered a poster session at, and attended, the 2019
JALT Annual International Conference on Language

Teaching, on 2 November, 2019, held in Nagoya, Japan.
Title: Learner Agency and the Social Model of Disability.

I gave a talk at the International Communication and
Community Development Conference held in Shizuoka
(23-26 November 2017). Title: Differences, individual-
ity, and diversity. A recipe for inclusive practice.
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My research funds were used mainly for:

1) covering transportation, accommodation and other
costs involved In participating in conferences and
events;

2 ) purchase of office supplies and equipment, which
have been used for tasks such as input, processing
and analysis of data, creation and edition of

materials related to my research (in-class assess-

ment), etc.
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Identifying and addressing students’ SpLDs and poten-
tial SpLDs in English as a foreign language in Japanese
higher education
OMEARER
NICEEREERT - Joao. C. Koch. Jr.
OMEEEDHE

I have built a screening instrument for assessing
students language abilities, such as phonological aware-
ness, orthographic knowledge, reading and writing
fluency, and listening accuracy. In addition to this
screening instrument, I have made a questionnaire for
students to self-report their language ability and skills,
study skills, attitude towards English, memory and time
management. I have conducted a trial of both the
screening instrument and the questionnaire in-class, with
50 participants. I have analysed the assessment data and
the questionnaire. I was able to isolate items that
discriminate students according to their abilities tested
by the screening instrument. In addition, I was able to
identify tentative factors for the questionnaire question

items.
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