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Heidegger's Concepts of Reality and Truth

OKUYA Koichi

Abstract

In Being and Time, Martin Heidegger argues his unique points of view on ‘reality’,
‘the subject-object relationship’ and ‘truth’. Whether objective reality exists outside an
individual’'s consciousness has been regarded as a fundamental philosophical question,
because each philosopher’'s answer manifests the philosophical standpoint and
school of that philosopher. Fundamental epistemological issues are associated with
the question, including those on how to understand the subject-object relationship
and how to define truth. Heidegger developed his standpoint on the fundamental
philosophical question and on a group of related questions because he aimed to
formulate unique thoughts by breaking up or destroying the ontology of traditional
Western philosophy. According to Heidegger, the question of objective reality
pertains to a pattern of existence or to the ‘being-there’ of humans. The subject-object
relationship also depends on the subject’s pattern of existence. Heidegger denies
the traditional concept of truth in which knowledge of a thing corresponds to that
thing; instead, he understands truth as the disclosure of a ‘being-there’ that was once
hidden. Truth is thus understood in terms of a subjective relationship. The author’s
personal view is that Heidegger's subjectivist stance toward solipsism leads to serious
difficulties for him in expounding an ontology that entails objective being. This
study analyzes the meaning of Heidegger's criticism of traditional epistemology and
critically considers the validity and problems of his criticism.

Keywords: objective reality outside an individual's consciousness, correspondence
theory of truth, subject-object problem, solipsism, truth as unhiddenness and
disclosedness
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