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The concept of “Gengo” (imperial era name of Japan) in Japan was introduced from Chi-
na. The first Gengo is officially known to be “Taika” (AD 645), however “Taiho,” a suc-
ceeding Gengo, can be regarded as more appropriate. So far, 249 Gengo have been used, all
of which but today’s “Heisei” were established exclusively by the emperors. According to
Mr. Seijiro Takigawa, a historian of legal systems, prerogative of Gengo is “the power held
exclusively by the emperor, who allowed no interference or violation by his vassals in the
process of establishing and amending Gengo.” (Refer to his book, “The study of Gengo.”)
The system for Gengo was introduced to Japan and established, when the country began to
solidify the foundation for development as an ancient nation. This paper will discuss two
things regarding the system. First, how was this system involved with Buke (warrior fami-
lies), who took power around in the late 12t century during the Kamakura Period
(1192-1333), and with its succeeding Buke. Second, based on the discussion of it, what
characteristics of “Emperor” and “Powers of Emperor’ were noteworthy following the late
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Heian Period (794-1185). The reason why this system continued to take effect throughout
the feudal age lies in what Mr. Iemitsu Tokugawa, the 3rd Shogun during the Edo Period
(1603-1867), was believed to say. It was “Once the country is united, Gengo is established.”
Prior to the feudal age, the thought of using Gengo, along with Kobu (the imperial court
and the shogunate), was dominant. In other words, Gengo represented no era of a particular
emperor. What the emperors put an end to exclusive use of Gengo is regarded to have
caused the system to continue, even under the feudal system.

Key Words (Emperor, Buke, Gengo)



