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Positionalititstheorie in philosophischer Anthropologie Plessners (4)

OKUYA, Koichi
Abstract

Plessner’s theory on the position form of plants was examined in my previous paper. The
present paper examines his theory on the position form of animals. Plessner asserts that
while plants yield to the surrounding conditions, taking an open position, animals behave
independently of the surroundings, taking a closed position. The closed position has resulted
in animals having histologically differentiated organs and a central nervous system that
coordinates these organs, and such position also requires an autonomous existence. At this
stage, the organic system of the animal stands face to face with its surroundings on the
basis of frontality and by forming a behavioral scheme of perception and reaction. In terms
of space and time, however, animals are confined to the here and now, and cannot pull
themselves away from such a position and point in time. It is impossible for animals to objectify
space, time and things, which Plessner elucidates the limitations of achievement by animals.
His predication is based on the academic achievements of the day, reflecting his background
in biology. However his viewpoint is eventually resolved into the positionality or the position
form. Thus, it must be noted that his overall theory could not surmount the common
framework of philosophical anthropology initiated by Scheler, whereby animal and man are
quantitatively differentiated. According to Plessner, animals have various limits to their
accomplishments because they are bound by time, space and other constraints, and so their
positionality is differentiated from man’s decentralized positionality, that transcends these
limitations. In contrast, there can be no reason to deny the idea that man and animal are
differentiated not by their fundamental positionality but rather by constraints on the conscious
activities of animal life and the great progress in man’s conscious activities enhanced by
rapid encephalization.

Keywords: Geschlossene Positionsform, Zentralitit, Dezentralisierung, Frontalitit, historische
Reaktionsbasis
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