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On the Relationship between Urban and Rural Societies
from the Point of View of Marx’'s Theory of Social Reproduction of Capital (7)

UCHIDA, Tsukasa

Many rural and urban sociologists believe that it is anachronistic to study rural or urban
societies in terms of urban-rural antagonism. Moreover, it is held that not only has the distinction
between rural and urban disappeared in a real sense, but so has the antagonistic urban-rural
relationship disappeared as a result of radical changes in rural and urban societies, especially
those experiencing rapid economic growth such as that seen in Japan.

This series of articles argues against abandoning the approach of urban vs. rural. I intend
to make clear that the viewpoint of overcoming urban-rural antagonism is important in
studying even modern social problems. These include the antagonism between advanced and
developing countries, international and domestic disputes, urban overpopulation and rural
depopulation, urban social problems, environmental and energy problems, and so on, that
have arisen from unequal and unbalanced regional development nationally and internationally
under the globalization of modern capitalism. This article is one in such a series. In it, [ examine
Adam Smith’s theory of social reproduction of economic life in a nation.

Key words: globalization, modernization, unequal and unbalanced regional development,
urban-rural antagonism
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