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National Problems and the Dual Federalism
in Early Twentieth Century United States

HIRATAI Yumi

The dual federalism in the United States was believed to be a safety net for freedom in
the nineteenth century. There were several conditions that made the dual federalism possible : a
relatively isolated regional economy, laissez-faire liberalism, and an apolitical sentiment
among people. The industrializing society in the late nineteenth century changed the conditions,
and problems of national concern challenged the legitimacy of the dual federalism. While
other industrial nations went on to more centralized welfare states, the United States struggled
for a balance between local control and national protection. The dual federalism was, and
has been, one of the strong traditions that American people see as their security of freedom.
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