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Positionalititstheorie in philosophischer Anthropologie Plessners (5)

OKUYA, Koichi
Abstract

Following my previous paper that discussed Plessner’s theory on the positionality of
plants and animals, this paper examines his theory on the positionality of humans. Plessner
asserts that while plants are characterized by openness to the world and animals by centricity
and closedness to the world, a human’s positionality in relation to his surroundings is defined
by excentricity. Animals possess consciousness and centricity within themselves, and their
own behavioral schemes allow them to react to their surroundings. In terms of space and
time, however, animals are confined to the here-and-now, and they cannot genuinely objectify
space, time and externalities. Although humans share with animals a centricity and
closedness to the world, humans can disengage themselves from the here-and-now. As conscious
entities who take initiative, humans can place themselves outside their own center, objectifying
and distancing themselves from a particular time and place. As possessors of an inner life,
humans “stand over and against” their inner life and physical existence. Free from restrictions
imposed by nature, humans no longer have the natural place and stability that animal life
maintains. Humans must stand on their own feet and make their way by themselves, without
place, time or boundary. Thus, they are urged to engage in the “natural artificiality” of culture,
the shared social world of common practices and tools. It is by such engagement that they
express themselves through “mediated immediacy,” becoming part of history. Due to their
utopian disposition, or their absence of a unique place in this world, they can return to
their point of departure by operating at the religious level, holding belief in global causes
or faith in God.

Plessner’s theory, which tries to elucidate the differences between humans and
plants/animals step by step from the consistent viewpoint of positionality, raises various
points. However, Plessner adheres too rigidly to spatial images and reduces all the workings
of man to excentricity; thus, one must wonder whether he has become trapped in a kind of
reductionism. Because both his “vanishing point” and “perspective” can be explained on the basis
of a human’s sense of self that has developed with encephalization to allow self-objectification,
Plessner eventually regresses to the idealist tradition of German classical philosophy. As
long as he looks at animals and humans from the viewpoint of differences in positionality,
he will only find qualitative gaps between the two, which cannot be bridged. This seems to
define the constraints and limits of Plessner’s theory, which were intrinsic to his times.

keywords : Exzentrizitat, Fluchtpunkt, die nattirliche Kinstlichkeit, die vermittelte Unmittelbarkeit,
der utopische Standort
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