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On the Business Careers of Automotive Workers who serve in Toyota for a long
YUMOTO, Makoto

Abstract

This paper discusses the characteristics of business careers of Toyota workers and their
children’s choice of occupations. Data are based on our investigation. They were born in
the 1910s and retired at Toyota around 1970s. Although most of them got some jobs as
finishing their compulsory educations, there were considerable differences in their length of
service. The means of length of service of the group that joined in the 1930s was about 36
years and they got relatively high positions. In the group that entered around thirty years
old after experiencing some unstable jobs and break of their business careers by defeat, in
contrast, it was about 24 years, and some of them retired without promotion. On the other
hand, in many cases, the shop-floors in which they were firstly assigned were main shop-floors
for them, and in these they became skilled workers. But there were considerable differences
in promotions between two groups. One was the group that adopted themselves to the
change in the industrial relations and innovations after 1950s. Another was the group that
prided themselves on their hand-skills and artisan spirits. On the choice of occupations of
their children, about 30% of their sons got their jobs in Toyota, and about 20% of their
daughters got married to Toyota workers. Our recent investigations also find the facts of
reproduction of Toyota workers. These considerations invite further empirical investigation.

Keywords : business careers, skill formation in shop-floors, reproduction of business
careers
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