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Reader’s Standpoint, Characteristics, and Problems in Reading Comprehension
MASUDA, Hiroko

The purpose of this study was to investigate the characteristics of reading comprehension
under the “reading as a task” conditions that were needed careful and positive reading. The
subjects were junior college students (N=62), who took a lecture concerned with the content
of text as a material of this study, and given a task of “reading the text for writing report
on it”.

The main results were as follows: 1) the most important parts of the text judged by subjects
included the analysis of the data, the conclusions, and the claims of author
(“interpretation”), and the data presented in the text (“data”).2) As the standpoints in
reading processes of subjects, “analysis and consideration”, “knowledge”, and “sympathy”
were found out. 3) The examination of the reading types of each subject showed that
around 50% of subjects had a consistent standpoint in reading processes and that around
30% of subjects had a standpoint which could be expressed verbally. There was no evidence
that having such standpoints can facilitate or obstruct their reading comprehension.

From these results, the procedure of this study partly succeeded to clarify the most important
parts of text judged and picked out by subjects and the standpoints in reading processes,
but it still had difficulties to grasp all parts of text which readers paid attentions. And
there was the possibility of given “reading as a task” context influenced readers’ tendency
to think “interpretation” parts of text as the most important.

Keywords: the reading comprehension, reading as a task, the important parts of the text
judged by readers, the standpoints of readers.
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