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Citizen Involvement in the Conservation of Nopporo Forest Park

OKUYA, Koichi

Abstract

Park administrators, nature conservation groups and park users have been in conflict regarding
the management of Nopporo Forest Park, a Prefectural Natural Park in Hokkaido managed
by the Ishikari Forestry Administration. The three conflicts involve (1) the FY2000 plan to
install promenades; (2) the removal of dangerous trees, which park administrators have called
for three times; and (3) the older problem of the central road that runs through the natural
park from Nishinopporo to Momijidai in Sapporo. This paper discusses the first two of
these conflicts. Regarding the plan to install promenades, construction has been cancelled or
scaled back in response to complaints by students and other citizens that gravel and boardwalk
paths are not required for a natural park and that heavy machinery has damaged the
vegetation. Regarding the removal of dangerous trees, citizens have launched a campaign
criticizing the judgment criteria and removal methods of such trees. Discussions have
pointed out that citizen involvement is required for forest management and conservation,
and that management by government officials should be changed to that by citizens who
understand the need for self-responsibility. This paper aims to record the history of civic
movements for Nopporo Forest Park and to examine lessons and directions so that forestry
management may be appropriate to “the environmental century.”

Keyword: conservation of the forest ecosystem, dangerous trees, responsibility of the administration,
citizens who understand the need for self-responsibility, citizen involvement
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