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Study on “Naive concept” of psychology among university students
— In case of the students of the Department of Humanities —

KUDO Yoshifumi, SUZUKI Kentaro, and KOBAYASHI Yoshikazu

This research examines “naive concept” of psychology among university students. We
surveyed 185 university students by questionnaire about their basic understanding of
psychology, before they began their specialized education.

It was found that (1) respondents had a limited understanding of the objects and methods
of psychological research, (2) respondents tended to overestimate the effectiveness of
psychological solutions to social problems, (3) respondents tended not to regard psychology
as being scientific.

This information promises to be very important for curriculum reform at the university.

Key words: naive concept, psychology education, curriculum reform
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