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How reader contextualization and reader standpoint affect
the reading of “explanatory” texts

MASUDA Hiroko

This study examines how readers comprehend “explanatory texts” (reader contextualization).
The study aims to understand the characteristics of reader contextualization, and how such
contextualization is affected by the reader’s understanding of the main point and the
reader’s standpoint. Subjects were university students (N=53), who were given the task of
reading an “explanatory text” for which they were to write a summary and to comment on
the author’s ideas.

The main results are as follows:

1) 40% of the subjects did not summarize any of the “idea units” in the text. Of the subjects
who summarized all of the “idea units,” 20% commented on fewer than half of the relationships
between paragraphs. Almost 10% of subjects did not understand the core content of the
text. This suggests that the subjects only vaguely comprehended the text, and did not
understand explanations given by the author, or contradictions unconsciously left by the
author.

2) Fewer than 60% of the subjects commented on the main point of the text. Subjects who
did comment on “idea units” tended to comment on the main point of the text. Subjects who
did not comprehend the text properly tended to comment from an improper standpoint.
These results suggest that the proper understanding of the author’s ideas and the standpoint

affect the reader’s contextualization of a text.

Key words: process of reading comprehension, reader’s original contextualization of text,
reader’s standpoint

(372 UAZ KREAFHEER  AMESFH)





