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A MUSIC WEBSITE FOR STUDENT COMMUNICATION

Thalawyn Silverwood

INTRODUCTION

This essay is a write up for a presentation done at the 2003 Sapporo Gakuin University
CALL Conference. The presentation explains a classroom activity that uses a music website to
create communication between students. The essay tells about the music website used, describes
the activity, and then reviews some important points about doing the lesson. At the end of the

essay are example projects made by students, and pictures demonstrating the music website.

THE WEBSITE

The website used for the activity is the All Music Guide (AMG) at www.allmusic.com. The

AMG is a division of Alliance Entertainment Corp. which has its headquarters in Ann Arbor,
Michigan, USA. The AMG was founded in 1991 as a resource to help consumers search through
the overwhelming pool of artists, albums, songs, and related material. In 1995, AMG became a
website. The AMG’s main business is licensing to companies in the entertainment field such as
Microsoft, AOL, Yahoo!, Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and others. (All Music Guide, About Us) The
site is managed regularly by a professional staff, and contains contribution work from over hundreds
of people: professional freelance writers, site viewers, and others. It is one of the most comprehensive
guides to music containing entries for over 750,000 albums, 180,000 composers, and 73,000
biographies. (All Music Guide, Coverage Stalisilcs)

Information on AMG can be divided into three categories. First, there are objective facts
about artists and albums. For artists, there is information such as date and place of birth,
artists/bands the artist has worked with, songs written and performed by the artist, etc. For
albums, there is information such as tracks, genre, label, release date, cover art, etc. Second,

there is relational content that helps one make connections between different artists and songs.
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For example, an artist entry lists similar artists and artists who influenced or were influenced
by the artist. The AMG classifies music by genre, style, and mood to help one identify similar
albums and artists. Third, there is editorial content from the AMG staff and professional freelance
contributors: reviews, biographies, rankings, and more.

Although the site has many features, this essay covers only the basic features needed to use
the site in class. Some parts of website, such as the description of music genres, either have too
much text or use too much difficult vocabulary to be useful for many foreign language learners.
The site can be used with only a few basic functions. While reading this part, one may wish to
refer to pictures in appendix 3 at the end of the essay.

First, one needs to become familiar with the header. The header is the box that appears at the
top of every page on the website, so it is always available. (fig. 1) It has a home button, search
function, login function, and a help function. The home button takes one back to the home page
of the website. The search function is used for finding information about music and artists on
the website. The login function is used for logging in to one’s account or for registering a new
account. The help function has two buttons for ‘Help’ and ‘Questions’. They provide information
to help with using the site and with e-mailing questions to the staff.

Next, one needs to register an account. The site can be used without an account, but there are
some sections, such as Chart Awards and Song Details, that cannot be accessed without an
account. An account is free, and one needs only a valid e-mail address to register. One can register
by clicking on the ‘Register’ button at the top right of the home page. Having students make
accounts individually will take some time. A teacher could make accounts in advance for
students.

The third feature one needs to learn is the search function. (fig. 1) There are two windows
used. In the first window, one clicks and enters a key word for searching. The second window
has four category choices for the search. One can search by artist/band name, album name, song
name, or classical work. The classical work search is not needed for this exercise. There is also
an advanced search, but this is not needed for the exercise. After entering a key word and
choosing a category, click on the Go button nearby. The appendix shows a name search for
Alphaville, an album search for Labyrinth, and a song search for Tarzan.

A search may provide more results than one wants. This is because the search gives results
that are similar to the keyword even if they are not exact matches. An artist name search for
“Alphaville” provides results like Alphaville, Alpha Stone, Alphabetical Four, Alphanso Bernard,
and Hugo Alfven. (fig. 2) The website tries to arrange the results in order from most to least

relevance to the key word.
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The next feature one needs to learn is how to use reference links. Many words on every page
of the website are underlined or highlighted. By clicking on them, one can go to a page that
gives more detail. For example, on the overview for Icehouse one can click on David Bowie or
Split Enz and move to the file for those artists.

The fifth feature one needs to learn is how to use the artist entries. An artist entry has five
pages which are labelled under the header: Overview, Biography, Discography, Songs, Credits,
and Charts & Awards. (fig. 3) The Overview gives general information about the band such as
band members, similar artists, a short biography, and covers of a few albums. The Biography is
a biography. The Discography is divided into Main Albums, Compilations, Singles & EPs, DVDs
& Videos, and Other. (fig. 4) The Singles & EPs section usually contains only singles that were
released on CD, not singles released on vinyl. The Other section lists bootlegs releases, promotional
releases, interviews, and sometimes vinyl releases. The Songs section is divided into Highlights,
All Songs, and Songs Composed By. (fig. 5) The Songs Composed By section lists songs that are
composed, or composed in part, by the artist but are not released under the artist’s name. For
example, Nik Kershaw and Tony Banks co-wrote the song I Want To Change The Score, and
although Nik Kershaw sings lead vocal and performs, the song is released only on Tony Bank’s
album Still. Credits lists achievements by the artist, such as albums and support work. Charts &
Awards lists ranking the artist received according to billboard.com. The section is divided into
Billboard Albums, Billboard Singles, and Grammy Awards. (fig. 6) Clicking on Charts &
Awards takes one to the Billboard Albums list. Be sure to then click on Billboard Singles to see
awards for individual songs.

The sixth feature one needs to learn is how to use the album entries. (fig. 8) An album entry
has four pages which are labelled under the header: Overview, Review, Credits, and Charts &
Awards. The Overview lists the basic information about the album such as tracks, performers,
times, etc. The Review gives comments about the album, history, and other non-statistical information.
The Credits tells who did what for the album such as vocals, production, art, etc. The Charts &
Awards shows ranking the album received according to billboard.com. As with the artist entries,
here too Charts & Awards is divided into Billboard Albums, Billboard Singles, and Grammy
Awards. Sometimes before the title of a song, there is a speaker icon. Clicking on the speaker
icon downloads a thirty second sample of the song. However, depending on one’s computer, system,
and software, one may be unable to download the sample.

The features explained above are enough to do the following activity. Before continuing with

the next section, the reader may wish to access the AMG site and try out these functions.
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THE ACTIVITY

This activity is best done in three consecutive classes. It requires a classroom that has
enough computers for students to use. It also requires a computer that is connected to a display
system, such as a screen projector or display monitors, so the teacher can demonstrate how to
use the website.

On day one, the teacher explains the AMG site to the students. Generally, it takes about 30
minutes to explain the site and how to use it. Because this lecture time can be tedious, it is a
good idea to explain the site through example questions. In addition, explaining the site through
example questions is helpful because if students have trouble understanding the spoken explanation,
they can see a visual explanation. Also, answering example questions shows the students exactly
what they will be doing. Thus, on day one, the teacher should make a list of example questions
and give each student a printed copy, such as the one in appendix 1 of this essay.

After explaining the site, the teacher gives a print with a list of questions that can be
answered by using the AMG site. The questions on the print are homework. However, the
teacher should let the students use the remaining class time to start the homework. This way, if
students have questions or problems, they can ask the teacher. By the end of class, they should
be able to finish the homework on their own.

On day two, the teacher checks to see if each student did the homework. Then, the teacher
asks individual students to give answers for the questions. While this is being done, the teacher
can show students how the answer was found. Alternatively, the teacher can ask the answering
student to show where they found the answer. This reinforces the skills taught in the previous
lesson.

After reviewing the homework, the class starts the next stage. Students make their own sets
of questions. This can be done individually, but it is easier if done in groups of two or three.
When doing this activity, it was noted that students worked more effectively in groups than
when working individually. The students can use the remaining class time to start the homework.
While the students work, the teacher can go around and help. In particular, a teacher should
look for questions that might be too difficult for the class. The teacher can also help students
who are stumped for question ideas. One good idea is to model questions on questions from the
previous homework.

Day three is the heart of the activity. The teacher should check to make sure everyone has
done the homework. Then, the teacher calls a student or group to ask their questions. The presenting

individual or group should be at the front of class. During this time, the teacher can walk



A MUSIC WEBSITE FOR STUDENT COMMUNICATION (Thalawyn Silverwood)

around to help students answering the questions or can help the students asking the questions.

The focus of these activities is to get students to:

¢ practise using an English internet site.
: communicate with each other in English.

1

2

3: generate questions in English.

4: become familiar with music jargon.
5

: learn something they can use personally.

This activity is suitable for various levels of students. It was done in English classes for
non-English major students. Because the questions are all student generated, lower level
students can make easier questions and higher level students can make harder questions.
Students should make questions that suit the level of their peers. The goal of the activity is not
to challenge students’ use of grammar but to have students communicating with each other and
using an internet site in English.

The main benefit of this activity is that students become autonomous. After receiving instruction,
they can work on their own. The teacher is free to help students who need help. Another benefit
is that even if students communicate with each other in their native language during the preparation
stage, they must do the website work and class presentation work in English.

There are some good points to using the AMG site for this activity. First, everyone likes
music. If the class uses a site that is interesting, students will have more interest in the project.
Students can use the site for personal reasons to learn about artists and songs they like. Second,
the site is organised and concise, which makes it easier to use. Students do not need to deal with
overwhelming amounts of text. Also, everything on the site is organised in the same format.
Once students get used to the layout for artists and albums, it becomes easier to search for more

detailed information. The reference links make it easier to do follow up questions and research.

POINTS

As classes did this exercise, some problems occasionally arose. In order to help teachers who
may use this exercise or related ones, here are problems that arose and ways to deal with them.
Be sure to use vocabulary that matches the site’s vocabulary. For example, when referring to
a popular song by a group, the section on the site that lists them calls them ‘singles’. Some place
in the band descriptions refer to them as ‘hits’. When making questions, it is good to check the

AMG for these terms and make sure students know them before searching.
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When making example questions, one should have a good variety of question types. Students
often model their questions on teacher examples. Showing students more kinds of questions
encourages them to create more kinds of questions. For example, avoid having all questions be
answered with an artist name. Try having questions that ask for album release dates or the
instrument played by an artist.

Check to see if a question has more than one answer. For example, there are a few albums
with the title Labyrinth. When creating a question, one can specify the soundtrack Labyrinth, a
band name, a year of release, etc. If students are working in pairs or groups, they can try out
questions on each other before using them in class.

Some students make questions that use difficult names like Beyonce or Mark Brzeziciki. Using
difficult names is like suddenly using new and difficult vocabulary. Encourage students to use
easy names even if they like an artist with a difficult name. Alternatively, students can spell out
or write difficult names on the board so that everyone can have the spelling and use it to search
for answers. AMG is good about providing names similar to the entered one, so students who
misspell a name have a good chance of finding the correct page.

Sometimes the AMG is lacking information. For example, it lists very few vinyl singles. Some artist
or album entries, like for the artists Baltimora and Strange Advance, have very little information
at all. These gaps are rare and they do not keep the site from being useful. When doing the
activity, one may need to choose a different artist in order to have enough information to make
questions. On the other hand, if an artist’s entry has little information, it is easier to use because
there is less to read.

Many of the student questions have grammar mistakes. However, if the students can still
communicate with each other, they have succeeded in using language. Some students’ questions
may be too confusing to use. In order to deal with this, a teacher can have students make 12
questions and tell the students which 5 are the best ones to use. Also, a teacher can have
students fix questions before doing the student led part of the exercise.

Motivation is important. Because students are new to the AMG, and because the site is all in
English, students may hesitate to do the work. It is important to show by example and to give
help to individual students while they work. Thus, students should get to use some class time to
start the homework. Also, students may be hesitant to answer questions. A teacher can give
points for answering questions. However, on day three, students are motivated to answer questions

because they want to help each other finish their questions and sit down.
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CONCLUSION

Using the internet with a language class does not need to be difficult. Students can use internet
files just as they would use a book or newspaper as source material. Activities are not limited
to passive reading. Students can use the material to create discussions. In this case, the website
was used for students to make questions and quiz each other verbally. The AMG has other
features which can be used for further activities such as presentations on an artist or learning

how to describe music.

ENDNOTES

All Music Guide. About Us. Retrieved 1 September, 2004, from

http://www.allmusic.com/cg/amg.dll?p=amg&sql=32:amg/info_pages/a_about.html

All Music Guide. Coverage Statistics. Retrieved 1 September, 2004, from

http://www.allmusic.com/cg/amg.dll?p=amg&sql=32:amg/info_pages/a_about_cover_stats.html

(Thalawyn Silverwood A4V E A #fil)
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APPENDIX 1: EXAMPLE HOMEWORK FOR DAY ONE

Go to www.allmusic.com and answer the questions. Please write your answers on another

sheet of paper.

1: What was Mr. Mister’s first number one hit?

2: How many of their singles reached number one?
3: Who are the 3 members of Strange Advance?

4: What was their first album?

5: Who is the lead singer of Talk Talk?

6: Where was he born and when?

7: What did he study in university?

8: How many bands has Jeff Lynne been in?

9: What are the names of the bands?
10: Who did the album ‘Pop Goes The World'?
11: What was the band’s biggest single song?
12: Who did the song ‘YYZ'?
13: When and on what album did it first appear?
14: How many members are in the band?
15: What instrument does each person play?

16: One of the members of ABBA is not from Sweden. Who is it?
17: What country is the person from?
18: What was the original name of the band Icehouse?
19: What country are they from?
20: The soundtrack to the movie Labyrinth features songs by a famous artist. Who is the artist?
21: What songs did he do on the soundtrack?

22: What is his most recent album and when did it come out?
23: What is Falco’s real name?

24: What country is he from?

25: How and when did he die?
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APPENDIX 2: STUDENT MADE QUESTIONS
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These are questions created by student groups.

: Who are the members of Queen?

What was Queen’s first number one hit?

Who is the vocalist of Queen?

Where was he born and when?

What songs are on the album ‘Sheer Heart Attack’?
Who did the song ‘I Will Always Love You'?

Who are the members of Backstreet Boys?

How many songs are on the ‘Dangerously In Love'?

: Who is the singer this album?
: Who are the members of Bon Jovi?
: How many songs are on the ‘Crush’?

: What country are Bon Jovi from?

: Who is the lead singer of the Red Hot Chilli Peppers?

Who did the song ‘Creep’?

Who did the album ‘Nevermind'?

Where was Jimi Hendrix born and when?
What song was Mr. Big biggest hit?

What album was Oasis’s first number one?
Who did the song ‘Lose Yourself'?

How many member ‘Aerosmith’ have?

: What song was Beck biggest hit?
: When did form Beatles?
: What song was Avril Lavigne first song?

: What album was ‘By The Way’?

: Who are the band members of Green Day?

What was Green Day first number one hit album?

Who did the song ‘Still Waiting'?

: Who is the lead singer of Bon Jovi?
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: Who are the 4 members of Nicotine?

Who did the song ‘End Of The Road’?

Where was Babyface born and when?

How many songs are in ‘Sony Music 100 Years Soundtrack For A Century'?
: How many members has Boyz II Men?
10:
11:
12:

When and on what album did ‘Still Waiting’ first appear?

How many albums has Nicotine made?

Who are the 4 members of The Beatles?

: Who are the 4 members of ‘The Beatles’?

Who did the album ‘21 At 33'?

Who did the song ‘I Need Ro Be In Love'?
When did Elvis Presley die?

Where did Mariah Carey born and when?
Who did the album ‘Falling Into You'?
How many songs are on it?

Who are the 5 members of Jamiroquai?

: What was their first number one hit?
: Who did the album ‘Have A Smile With Me'?
: What is Babyface’s real name?

: Who did the album ‘Storm Front’?

: How many members of Aerosmith?

Where was B.B. King born and when?

Where was Earth & Fire born?

Who are the 4 members of The Beatles?
What was The Beatles’s first number one hit?
When was John Lennon born and died?

Who is the name of Lennon’s wife?

: What instrument does each person play? (The Beatles)
: What country are the Beatles from?

: Who is the guitarist of The Beatles?

: What genres of The Beatles?

: Where did John Lennon died?



A MUSIC WEBSITE FOR STUDENT COMMUNICATION (Thalawyn Silverwood)

e
= O

© 0 NN O,y Ul W N =

: Where was Nik Kershaw born?

Where is Nik Kershaw from?

Does he play piano in his music?

What kind of music that Nik Kershaw?

What is the name his first album?

Nik Kershaw has played guitar since under 20/over 20?

In 1974, he joined his first band. So, what the name of his first band?

What was he doing for left school?

: Fusion released one album. What title is it?
: When was 'Till I Hear From You’ released?
: When was Fusion actived?

: What the name of Fusion’s 2nd album?
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APPENDIX 3: WEB SITE PICTURES

Fig. 1: This is the home page for the AMG. The header is enlarged below and the enlargement
shows an opened window of the list of search categories.
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Fig. 2: This is the list of names given for an artist search on Alphaville. This picture is to show
what to expect.
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Fig. 3: This is the Overview for an artist entry. The list of pages is enlarged below.
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Fig. 4: This is the Discography page. The list of sub-pages is enlarged below.
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Fig. 5: This is the Songs page. The list of sub-pages is enlarged below.
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A MUSIC WEBSITE FOR STUDENT COMMUNICATION (Thalawyn Silverwood)

Fig. 6: This is the Charts & Awards page. The list of sub-pages is enlarged below.
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Fig. 7: This is the result for an album search on Labyrinth. Moving the cursor on a line reveals
the album cover and possibly some songs from the album, as shown below. Clicking on
an artist name takes one to the artist entry. Clicking on an album name takes one to the
album entry. Be careful about where one clicks.
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e 1073 Nucleus Labyrinth Yertigo Rock
1052 Kit Watkins 2 Labyrinth = One'Way Mew Age
e 1092 Kerri Anderson =% Labyrinth Impact Rock N
1992  Doug Smith % Labyrinth = Ametican MNew Age
Gramaphone E % v
e 1993 Kelly Franklin 2 Labyrinth ERE Rock I
e 1995  The Fair Sex = Labyrinth Yan Richter Rock
e 1995 Tom Harrell = Labyrinth RCA Jazz 6
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Garde
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1995 :EIA-J: :g;;eles Guitar Quartet 2 Labyrinth ‘= Delos[3163]  Chamber OEECGE
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m—— 2000 Lawrence Cassetley -1 Labyrinths ‘= Sargasso Classical
s 2000 The Circular Ruins Labyrinths APK Electronica
s 1995 [Marc Johnson Magic Labyrinth T Jazz -~
s {999 Aldo Brizzi The Labyrinth Trial Rara World I HEEEH
2002 Nucleus - Labyrinth/Roots Beat Goes On - Rock
1994 Lucid Baby Labyrinthian AE Rock
— 2002  Phaesis Labyrinthe: ‘= Musea Rock — - %
— 1972 Spider Labyrinths Capitol Falk £,
— 1999 Elegy =\WLabyrinth of Dreams ‘= RoughTrade Rock HOMGE
Germany
— 2000 Richard Shulman Jusic to Walk the Labyrinth ‘= Orchard MNew Age — . =
— 1999 Philip Grange < rk Labyrinths - Bllack Box Classical Iﬂnﬂ) 3
Flace s et
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A MUSIC WEBSITE FOR STUDENT COMMUNICATION (Thalawyn Silverwood)

Fig. 8: This is the Overview page for an album entry. As with the artist entry, the pages are listed
under the header.
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Fig. 9: This is the result of a song search for Tarzan. This picture is to show what to expect.
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Title Occurrences

Tarzan 37
Tarzan Boy 29
Tarzanes 9
Me Tarzan

Oh Tarzan
Tarzan # &
Tarzan and Jane
Cow Tarzan
Hey, Tarzan
Tarzan etc,

Glad Tarzan
Poor Tarzan
Tarzan Rock
Tarzan el
Mancy & Tarzan
Tarzan & Heidi
Tarzan Dance
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Tarzan Movie ) ‘2z (-
Tarzan of Harlem DHZECGE
Cri de Tarzan TA5C (.

Legend of Tarzan

Call Me Tarzan

Sad Sac & Tarzan
Tarzan Escapes

O Tarsan

Criginal Tarzan
Tarzag [le poeme nostalgique]
Tarzan Bay 2000
Tarzan Boy 2000
Tarzan of the Eighties
Tarzan Yon' Teer
Tarzen

‘You're My Tarzan
Tarazan Boy
Kaupungin Tarzan
Tarzan Tells Al
Tarzan's Call

Tarzan's G@rip
Tarzan's Muts
Tarzan's el

Tarzan, Come Back
Tarzan, Lord of the Apes
Tarzana, Pt. 2
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A MUSIC WEBSITE FOR STUDENT COMMUNICATION (Thalawyn Silverwood)

Fig. 10: This is the result after clicking on Tarzan Boy from the result for the song search on the
previous page. Clicking on a performer name takes one to the artist entry. Clicking on
an album name takes one to the album entry. Be careful about where one clicks.
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TA RZAN BOY(29) jump to allgame

Performer Composer Album Genre
Baltimora Bassi, M. ... = Maximum 80's [Disky Boxset] Rock.
Baltimora Bassi, M. ... 3 Maximum 80's, Val, 2 2000 Rack
Baltimara Bassil, Maurizio ... 3 Retro 80's, Vaol. 4 = 2002 R&E
Baltimora Maurizio Bassi ... 2 Complete Collection 2001 Rock.
Baltimora Maurizio Bassi ... 2 Maximum Italo 12 2000 Rock
Baltimora Maurizio Bassi ... 2 1985: 20 Original Chart: Hits = 1997 Rock
Baltimora Maurizio Bassi ... 3 80's Dance Party, Vol 3 1994 Electronica
Baltimora Maurizio Bassi ... 2 Best of 1980-1990, Yal. 11 1995 Rock.
Baltimora Maurizio Bassi ... = Bevetly Hils Minja = 1997 Rock
Baltimora Maurizio Bassi ... 2 Club Hitz of 90, Yol 2 1996 Rock.
Baltimora Maurizio Bassi ... =  Eighties Complete, Yol 1-3 = 002 Rock.
Baltimora Maurizio Bassi ... = Eighties Complete, Yal, 3 1997 Rock
Baltimora Maurizio Bassi ... Essential Eighties 2, Yal, 2 1999 Rock. F)—"rhA—R
Baltimora Maurizio Bassi ... = Essential Eighties [Disc Three] 1997 Rock. "
Baltimora Maurizio Bassi ... = Essential Eighties, Val, 2 = 2002 Rock. (ﬂ(ﬁdf*&)
Baltimara Maurizio Bassi ... Greatest Hits of the 80's [Disky] 1999 Rock EECEE
Baltimora Maurizio Bassi ... 3 ILove Disco, Yol. 2 = 1999 Rock —
Baltimara Maurizio Bassi ... 2 Livingin the 80's, Val. 2 1995 Rock TALE
Baltimora Maurizio Bassi ... Living in the Background Rock ok )y
Baltimora Maurizio Bassi ... 3 Pop &Wave, Vol & 2000 Rock
Baltimora Maurizio Bassi ... Tarzan Boy 1993 Rock
Ealtimora Maurizio Bassi ... Tarzan Boy 1993 Rock.
Baltimora Maurizio Bassi ... Tarzan Boy 1993 Rock.
Baltimora IMaurizio Bassi ... 2 Teenage Mutant Minja Turtles IIT 1993 Children's
Baltimara IMaurizio Bassi ... 3 Teenage Mutant Minja Turtles IIT 1993 Children's
Baltimara Maurizio Bassi ... 2 Top Ten Hits of the 80s = 2000 Rock ;l a5
Mews York Band Maurizio Bassi ... Anos Dorados 1995 Latin T
3 B0's Dance Party [4CD Set] 1999 Rock
= Party with Pride 1999 Rock e .
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