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UNESCO — Current UN humanitarian operations in Iraq
(1) Overview

20-06-2003 5:30 pm
This is a brief overview of some of the operations that the United Nations has carried out in
Iraq since the last himanitarian appeal in March 2003. It should be read in conjunction with the

accompanying background note about the 23 June meeting being convened by the United Nations.

@ Since the end of the conflict, WFP has dispatched a total of 800,000 MT of food into Iraq, an
average of 25,000 MT per day. A sophisticated logistics infrastructure using five main corridors
into Iraq has been successfully established. By 4 June, 2.7 million people received their June

rations.

@ The UN has assisted in re-launching the Iraq public food distribution system that distributes
food to about 44,000 agents and provides food for approximately 27 million people, of which 16

million are fully dependent on the UN food supplies for their survival.

@ A daily average of 3.5 million litres of water is tankered by UNICEF and its partners. The
water is distributed to impoverished areas, hospitals, health centres and communities. Provision

of chlorine gas and other essential chemicals continues.

@ Daily provision of 120,000 litres fuel to 231 portable water and sewage pumping stations is

on-going.

@ UNDP has finished repairs on parts of the water network in Bagdad. Rehabilitation of 51 key
sewage-pumping stations and water treatment plants is progressing, as is support to main food
storage facilities and hospitals. In the water sector, capacity is now back to pre-conflict levels in

both Bagdad and Basra, although leaking continues.

@ The Mine Action Coordination Team has re-established the mine action programme in northern

Iraq, where it has marked over one million square metres and has recovered almost 700 pieces
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of unexploded ordnances and destroyed 150 cluster bombs. It has also initiated mine action activities
such as clearance, survey and mine risk education in southern Iraq. A country-wide emergency

assessment will establish the scope of the mine and UXO threat in Iraq.

@ WHO and its partners have made in-depth assessment of all Bagdad’s 35 hospitals and
maternity health services, providing emergency repairs and assistance in procurement, training

and distribution of essential medicine and drugs, including obstetrics Kkits.

@2,100 MT of high protein biscuits and 300 MT of therapeutic milk has been delivered to hospitals
and health centres in a response on nutrition strengthening, likewise documents on health education

have been distributed to hospitals, health centres and mosques to enhance community awareness.

@ UNFPA has delivered emergency reproductive health supplies and essential medicine to health

facilities in 15 Iraqi governorates.

@ Supported by WHO, the national drug distribution system has re-started, now reaching all
governorates. Essential supplies have been delivered by WHO and UNICEF, including vaccines
for an imminent national ‘catch-up’ immunization programme for the country’s 4.2 million children
under the age of five against preventable diseases such as polio, tetanus, diphtheria, pertussis,

measles and tuberculosis.

@ The cholera outbreak in the south was successfully contained.

@ In Basrah, UNICEF and the Ministry of Education have created an education programme for
girls. Curricula revision and teacher training is on-going, as is repair of schools. UNESCO, UNICEF
and their partners are assisting the reprint and revision of 5 million textbooks. UNICEF is

sponsoring 1,200 school kits to benefit 96,000 children.

@ UNHCR, UNOPS, UNHABITAT and IOM are monitoring and assisting third country nationals
and asylum-seekers. Basic relief assistance has been provided to Palestinian refugees recently
evicted from their homes in Bagdad. Assistance capacities are being restored for Iranian refugees
of Arab ethnicity in settlements in southern regions bordering Iran. Currently, management,
security and basic services are being restored in the Al Tash and Makmur refugee camps, which

together host some 22,000 refugees.
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@ UNHCR and its partners are interviewing and registering more than 2,500 homebound Iraqi
refugees, living in refugee camps in the neighbouring countries, advising them on conditions in

areas of return.

@ UN agencies have visited IDP camps and shelters in Mosul, Kirkuk, Erbil, Suleymaniyev in the
North and Basrah in the South. Emergency assistance and support is being provided. UNHABITAT

is implementing shelter sector activities.

@ Rapid assessment have been made of housing, public buildings, infrastracture, water and
sanitation and solid waste management, in Basrah, Mosul, Kerbala, Nasiriyah, Aummara, Bagdad
and Samawah. UNICEF has unblocked the sewage drains in Bagdad, Karada, Al-Rasheed, Al-Obaidi,

and Al-Huriya.

@ Repair has finished on 6 overhead transmission lines in Kirkuk and Mosul, parts of Beiji
Thermal Power Plant and UNDP has secured the electricity supply for food storage facilities

and hospitals in Basrah. Transmission lines in Iraq continue to receive repair.

@ UNDP reports that more than 1,000 labourers in Mosul, Bagdad, Erbil and Basrah have been
employed in sanitary operations cleaning up at hospitals, water and sanitary facilities, schools

and other public areas that have been overrun by garbage and rubble.

@ UNDP is engaged in the dredging activities in the port of Umm Qasr. The dredging will enable

50,000 tonne vessels to off load at the port. The project includes the removal of 19 shipwrecks.

@ WFP and UNICEF have provided food and other essential items to four orphanages and institutions

for disabled children in Bagdad to assist the recovery of malnourishment.

@ FAO has completed assessments for a number of projects: for veterinary services and cold
chain facilities in central and southern Iraq; the poultry sector; pest infestation of date palm;
farmers needs for mechanization and small irrigation equipment and the agricultural sector in

Mosul and Kirkuk.

@ UNESCO is assisting in the creation of an inventory of artifacts looted from Bagdad Museum.
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@ ILO is assessing the needs of the job market in post-conflict Iraq.

@ In the field of human rights UNOHCI has successfully developed a protection policy framework.
UN human rights advisors are coordinating the information flow on protection issues, prioritizing

needs, develop and implement comprehensive and coordinated field driven strategies on interventions.

@ UNIFEM is providing catalytic support to all stakeholders to build more gender-sensitive
programme approaches in Iraq, ensuring the appropriate involvement of women in mainstream

development activities.

@ UNEP is ensuring environmentally sensitive planning of reconstruction efforts.

(2) Background Note

20-06-2003 5:30 pm

As Iraq struggles to recover from conflict and severe economic hardship to a society that is
once again able to stand on its own two feet, the United Nations has convened a meeting for 23
June to ensure that the Iraq’s immediate humanitarian needs are met and the transition to a

longer-term reconstruction is fully underway by the beginning of the next year.

Thankfully, humanitarian needs in Iraq did not rise to the level for which UN humanitarian
agencies had prepared before the conflict, partly because the UN agencies better prepared for
the conflict in Iraq than for any other conflict situation. In addition to the more than 4,000 personnel
who were in Iraq before the conflict, 700 staff were deployed to the region in the weeks before
the war. Over 300,000 children were vaccinated against communicable diseases. Food, medical
supplies and shelter materials were pre-positioned in and outside the country. Mechanisms to
coordinate the activities of humanitarian agencies, including comprehensive logistics plans, were

in place.

Indeed, such actions and achievements in responding to anticipated humanitarian needs in
Iraq have played a crucial role in averting a much larger potential crisis. Even as the conflict
was underway, national UN staff continued to carry out their duties. Aid activities under the

Oil for Food Programme in Iraq’s three northern governorates never stopped. National staff of
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the World Food Programme worked to open corridors from Turkey, Jordan and Iran into Iraq.
UNICEF local staff delivered humanitarian supplies and worked to maintain the supply of portable
water. WHO local staff supported Iraqi health professionals. Under the Oil for Food Programme,

UNDP worked to maintain and restore electric power supplies, especially in the north.

As of today, more than 800,000 metric tonnes of food — enough to feed almost all of Iraq’s 27
million people for two months — have been dispatched to Iraq. An average of 3.5 million litres
of water per day is being tankered to hospitals, health centres and communities in the south and
in the Baghdad area. Basic medicines, vaccines and health supplies have been delivered to facilities
throughout the country. Agencies have helped repair and restore water, sanitation and power

facilities, as well as schools, which have also been receiving essential education supplies.

But great needs remain. Due to the lack of a functioning economy, combined with prolonged
reliance on the ration system, virtually all of the population of Iraq will require food aid in the
short run in order to survive. The Flash Appeal for Iraq, asking for $2.2 billion to cover needs
for six months, was issued in March. Generous donor funding (approximately $900 million), and
access to the resources of the Oil for Food Proramme ($1.1 billion), have meant that $2 billion
is already available for humanitarian aid for the people of Iraq. The revised humanitarian
appeal for Iraq seeks to meet the needs of the Iraqi people up to the end of the year. Given the

healthy funding status, only an additional US $259 million is required.

Food aid alone accounts for two-thirds of the aid being requested through the Appeal. While
the food sector, accounting for some $1.56 bn, is fully funded, funding is still required for
equally important interventions in other sectors. Mostessential needs must be still met: health
care; clean water and sanitation; electricity; infrastructure repair; shelter; mine action and mine
awareness; education; food security and agriculture; assistance for internally displaced persons
and returning refugees. Given the urgent needs in other parts of the world — in much of Africa,
Afganistan, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, as well asother places — it is essential
that donor countries ensure that contributions to Iraqare in addition to — and not in place of —

funding for other emergencies.
While the challenges facing this operation are enormous, the humanitarian community — the

UN, ICRC, non-governmental organizations — has long experience inside Iraq thatwill enable it

to help Iraq get back on its feet quickly. The UN’s intention is to phase out the great majority of
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humanitarian assistance activities by the end of 2003; programs under the Appeal are designed

to ensure a smooth transition from humanitarian assistance to longer-term reconstruction activities.

Most important, the Irqi people, despite living under difficult circumstances, are highly capable,
with a cadre of skilled and dedicated workers in essential professions such as health, education,
and the civil service. With the synergy that comes from a close partnership between the people
of Iraq, humanitarian workers and donor countries, this crucial period can act as a bridge to a
better future, in which the people of Iraq can once again meet their own needs and be in full

control of their destiny.
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