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The newborn hearing screening and the related support for mothers in Hokkaido
TAKIZAWA Hirotada
Summary

Recently, newborn hearing screening, which is important in identifying hearing loss at
an early age, for adequate intervention at the early developmental stage, had become
more widely available in Japan. However, there is very little support for the mothers of
children who are referred to auditory diagnostic test after community-based screening.
We conducted a survey on mothers in Obihiro whose children were diagnosed as hearing-
impaired and were referred to a deaf school. We found there are mothers who suffer
from anxiety. Also we found that the relevant organizations do not cooperate smoothly. It
is necessary that mothers be given psychological support to ensure a healthy mother-
child relationship. The public including professionals will have to develop a better under-
standing about hearing disabilities. Furthermore, government agencies, medical institu-
tions, and educational institutions must come to a common understanding and work
together to support parents with hearing-disabled children.

Key words: newborn hearing screening, mothers who suffer from anxiety, psychological
support system
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