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The Ideology Background of the 47-year Hiatus
in the Korean Mission to Japan and “Ekichi-Heirei”

OKUYA, Koichi
Abstract

The idea that Edo-Era Japan was in self-imposed isolation from foreign countries has defined
modern Japanese history. However, official diplomatic relations between Japan and Korea
continued for most of the Muromachi Era and Edo Era, with an interruption by Hideyoshi
Toyotomi’s invasion of Korea. After that invasion, diplomatic relations were restored by
Ieyasu Tokugawa, and Korean diplomatic delegations were dispatched to Japan 12 times
during the Edo Period. These Korean delegations were the only route for transmission of
academic knowledge and culture from the continent to Japan. Every time the delegations visited
Japan to celebrate the inauguration of a new Tokugawa shogun, intellectuals and the general
public of the two countries would make active exchanges.

A question that arises when tracing the history of the Korean diplomatic delegations is
the reason for dispatching the 12t delegation to Tsushima Island rather than to Edo.
Dispatched in 1811 after a 47-year hiatus in diplomatic relations, that delegation would
prove to be the last. This change in venue for the exchange of diplomatic documents is
known as “Ekichi-Heirei.” Various explanations have been given for it and for why the 12th
delegation was the last. These include socioeconomic and political reasons and the deep-seated
contempt for Korea that had long existed in Japan. The intellectual currents in 17" and 18
century Japan and Korea that led up to the “Ekichi-Heirei” have not been satisfactorily
explained. This paper investigates “Ekichi-Heirei” in light of intellectual currents in both
countries.

Key words: “Ekichi-Heirei,” the doctrines of Zhu Xi in Korea, the Kogikaku (“Study of
Ancient Meanings”) school of thought in Japan, the Kobunjigaku (“Study
of Ancient Words”) school of thought in Japan, sincere exchanges with
neighboring countries
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