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The Policy of Koichi Miyamoto toward Korea and The Treaty of Kokato

There are various evaluations concerning the conclusions of the Treaty of Kokato in
1876. The traditional view in Japan is that it opend Korea to the world and led to an inter-
nationalization of Korean society. It was assumed to be an "Enlightened” treaty. On the
other hand, another view held that it was a “one sided” treaty led to the "invasion” of Korea
notwithstanding that it opened the country. The old view was that, Whether it was an inva-
sion or enlightenment, Korea passively accepted the outcome.

However, new evaluations have questioned this view and recently it has been announced
that the Treaty of Kokato showed that Korea was positive and Japan was passive. This is
based on historical sources in Korea.

How did this reversal happen? This paper approaches the character of the treaty and the
realities of the negotiations based on Japanese sources, at the same time bearing in mind the
new evaluations from Korea. I want to focus to on the deplomat, Koichi Miyamoto, Who was
deeply involved in the early foreign policy toward Korea. He also made the document
"Chosenron”. Finally, I will clarify on the character and realities of the Treaty of Kokato.

Key Words: Koichi Miyamoto, The treaty of Kokato, invasion, enlightenment, Seikanron,
Chosenron
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