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Heidegger and "Operation Sternheim”

OKUYA, Koichi
Abstract

It is well known that Martin Heidegger was the president of the University of Freiburg
from 1933 to 1934. However, it is less known that as a member of the Nazi Party
(National-Socialist German Workers Party) , he was active in Nazifying the university for
nearly one year. In recent years, it has been revealed that Heidegger was more actively in-
volved in the Nazi Party than had been thought. These revelations came from research by
Victor Farias and Hugo Ott. A university president, Heidegger was involved in various
Nazi-related incidents, some of them involving remarkable betrayals. One was the betrayal
of the world-famous chemist Hermann Staudinger, a case called "Operation Sternheim” by
the Gestapo secret police. That operation was lost to history for many years, until the Ott
study. This paper clarifies the historical truth of Operation Sternheim (the Staudinger
case) and uncovers the dark side of the thought and character of Heidigger, who played a
pivotal role in that case.

Keywords: Gleichschaltung, Fithrer=Rektor, DolchstoBblegende, Giftgaskrieg, Patriotismus
und Treue zum Volk
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