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Subdivisions of Samurai rank in the Kamakura Era

KITAZUME Masao

Abstract

There used to be many discussions on hierarchy as a factor of differentiating periods in
Japanese history. In pre-modern society, however, people’s status was concealed, and hierar-
chy did not always appear as it was. It is thus sometimes discussed as “status hierarchy.”
This paper does not cover all types of status in the Kamakura era, and focuses mainly on
the status of samurai. The samurai status is subdivided into different ranks in the paper.
While some reference is made to samurai (warriors), rodo (vassals) and kenin (retainers)
in the subdivisions of Samurai rank, these will be further discussed in a subsequent paper.
Status in the Edo era is evident and that in the Medieval Period may seem similar.
However, the paper focuses on shusho (birth) , or ujisujo (sujo) in modern language, which
seems to be strongly rooted in people’s status in the era.

Keywords: samurai status, shogun, regency

(27200 T&B MBFRERYE 2EHIR)





