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Study on Comprehension Processes in an Instructional Situation (VI)
Forward Inference during First Reading of Story and Processes of integration into story evolvement

KOBAYASHI Yoshikazu

Abstract

One of the most central problem during narrative text comprehension is Inference proces-
sing including backward and forward inference. In this study, an inference is defined as
any piece of information that is not explicitly stated in a text.

The purpose of this study is to examine the characteristics of processes in “first reading”
of the story “Gon the Fox”.The investigation using this Japanese language material was con-
ducted on 141 third graders. Among them, 79 subjects (56%) read this story for the first
time, so analyzed only their reading in this study. Using text eliminated story’s ending, we
obtained date as contents of their own comprehension, producing story of ending (forward
inference) , and Question/Answer protocols about integration their inference into story
evolvement.

The results of this study suggested:

In their “first reading” of this story, the third graders tended to construct their own com-
prehension under a “sympathetic framework”, because they read story by fixing on view-
point of the character (Gon) . And most of them inferred that character (Gon) will finally
become friendly with another character (Hyoju) . Therefore, it is hard to integrate story’s
ending (Hyoju shot Gon who brought him the chestnuts.) into their constructing compre-
hension immediately. We consider that it is needed to teach them the reading strategy to
take viewpoint of the another character (Hyoju) in instructional situation, such as “How
did Hyuju regard Gon?”

Keywords: first reading of narrative, casual inferences, coherence in whole comprehension,
viewpoints of reader

(TPl LLT ARACEBRE RARELREER)

— 136 —





