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The Facts of the Heidegger Case
OKUYA, Koichi

Abstract

After the defeat of Nazi Germany in World War I, the Commission for Political Purifica-
tion charged Martin Heidegger with political responsibility for acting as the first Nazi Rec-
tor of Freiburg University. This is the “Heidegger Case” presented in this paper. When
Heidegger, who was considered a “typical Nazi” by the French occupation forces, faced the
crisis of having his house and book collection in Freiburg requisitioned, he began to make
excuses to avoid it. These excuses were further extended and reinforced in the process of
the Heidegger Case, and were eventually compiled into a document entitled “The Rectorate
1933/34: Facts and Thoughts.” Heidegger’s excuses were based consistently on a strategy to
prove that his involvement with the Nazi regime was minimal, and were given in many dif-
ferent ways. He sometimes mixed the truth with lies, and concealed the facts at other times.
The aim of this paper is to present more detailed descriptions of how much truth there is in
Heidegger’s excuses and how his colleagues saw him as the Rector, by following the prog-
ress and outcome of the Heidegger Case. While this study clarifies his true relationship
with Nazism, it is certainly a part of the task to raise the issue of reevaluating Heidegger's
philosophy.

Keywords: Nationalsozialismus, Volksgemeinschaft, Gleichschaltung, Fithrer-Rektor, Geistige
Kehre
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