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The cake she chose was decorated with a space ship and launching pad under
a sprinkling of white stars at one end of the cake, and a planet made of red
frosting at the other end. His name, SCOTTY, would be in raised green letters
beneath the planet. The baker, who was an older man with thick neck, listened
without saying anything when she told him the child would be eight years old

next Monday4)
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The baker was not jolly. There were no pleasantries between them, just the
minimum exchange of words, the necessary information. He made her feel un-
comfortable, and she didn’t like that. While he was bent over the counter with
the pencil in his hand, she studied his coarse features and wondered if he'd ever
done anything else with his life besides be a baker. She was a mother and
thirty-three years old, and it seemed to her that everyone, especially someone
the baker’s age —a man old enough to be her father —must have children

who'd gone through this special time of cakes and birthday parties.S)
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Her husband’s bare feet stuck out from one end of the sofa. At the other end,
on a pillow which lay across the arm of the sofa, she could see the crown of his
head. He may or may not have been asleep, and he may or may not have heard her

come in. But she decided it didn’t make any difference one way or otherlo)
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“I've been praying,” she said.

He nodded.

She said, “I almost thought I'd forgotten how, but it came back to me.

All T had to do was close my eyes and say, ‘Please God, help us — help Scotty,’
and then the rest was easy. The words were right there. Maybe if you prayed
too,” she said to him.

“I've already prayed,” he said. “I prayed this afternoon, yesterday afternoon, I
mean, after you called, while I was driving to the hospital. I've been praying,”
he said.

“That’s good,” she said. For the first time now, she felt they were together in
it, this trouble. She realized with a start that until then it had only been happen-
ing to her and to Scotty. She hadn’t let Howard into it, though he was there and

needed all along. She felt glad to be his wifelz)
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WILFERREE & L TR DD 5 A\ TH - 72, “Until now, his life had gone smoothly and to
his satisfaction — college, marriage, another year of college for the advanced degree in business,
a junior partnership in an investment firm.”'> Z DB FIX, /N7 — FAMET I HHEA~ZE X 5 A
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You probably need to eat something, the baker said. “I hope you'll eat some of
my hot rolls. You have to eat and keep going. Eating is a small, good thing in a
time like this,” he said. He served them warm cinnamon rolls. Just out of the
oven, the icing still runny. H put butter on the table and knives to spread the
butter. Then the baker sat down at the table with them. He waited. He waited
until they each took a roll from the platter and began to eat. “It’s good to eat
something,” he said, watching them. “There’s more. Eat up. Eat all you want.

There’s all the rolls in the world in here.lG)
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Then he began to talk. They listened carefully. Although they were tired and

in anguish, they listened to what the baker had to say. They nodded when the

baker began to speak of loneliness, and the sense of doubt and limitation that
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had come to him in his middle years. He told them what it was like to be child-

less all these years.m
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“If you love me,” she said, “you can do this for me. If you don’t love me, okay.
But if you had a friend, any friend, and the friend came to visit, I'd make him

feel comfortable.” She wiped her hands with the dish towel.zz)
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“Bub, it’s all right,” the blind man said. “It’s fine with me. Whatever you want
to watch is okay. I'm always learning something. Learning never ends. It won't

hurt me to learn something tonight. I got ears,” he said.zg)

D& E, RiE, aN—- b DOFEOREAMEEZLIENTELR VY, LIFSLLT, 7L
YOI I REwES LSS, aN— I, FLERSMIZTL A8HE Lon it
B35,

I know they took hundreds of workers fifty or hundred years to build,” he
said. “I just heard the man say that, of course. I know generations of the same
families worked on a cathedral. I heard him say that, too. The men who began
their life’s work on them, they never lived to see the completion of their work.

In that wise, bub, they‘re no different from the rest of us, right?24)
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Sandy still loved him, even though she knew things were getting weird. She
was thankful to have her job, but she didn’'t know what was going to happen to

them or to anybody else in the world.zs)
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She watched him sit down on the sofa and take up his book. He opened it to
his place. But in a minute he put it down and lay back on the sofa. She saw his
head come down on the pillow that lay across the arm of the sofa. He adjusted
the pillow under his head and put his hands behind his neck. Then he lay still.

Pretty soon she saw his arms move down to his sides‘%)
CO3HMALOMUTEINRETED LS, 7113, RIEBORFIZE Tz,

She folded the paper. She got up from the chair and went quietly out to the
living room, where she looked over the back of the sofa. His eyes were shut. His
chest seemed to barely rise and then fall. She went back to the kitchen and put

a frying pan on the burner.27)
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The pan was starting to smoke. She poured in more oil and turned on the fan.
She hadn’t been to an auction in twenty years, and now she was getting ready to

20 to one tonight. But first she had to fry these pork chops.zg)
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Smoke was being drawn up through the vent over the stove. She stepped to
the doorway with the pan and looked into the living room. The pan was still

smoking and drops of oil and grease jumped over the sides as she held it. In the
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darkened room, she could just make her husband’s head, and his bare feet.29)
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%, “I'm not an evil man, I don’t think. Not evil, like you said on the phone. You got to under-
stand that what it comes down to is I don’t know how to act anymore, it would seem.”3V L =
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So I began. First, I drew a box that looked like a house. It could have been
the house I lived in. Then I put a roof on it. At either end of the roof, I drew

spires. Crazy.34)
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ZOM, anN— ML, XOT% Lo»0iHA, “Go ahead, bub, draw, L ZHili+ 2, & 512,
“Draw. You'll see. I'll follow along with you. It'll be okay. Just begin now like I'm telling you.
You'll see. Draw,” % &2 LT <, Fid, Mo, ZOMVLNIFAEBRPLVWLDL L
52TV, REZEOHIAH & 1Y), “Never thought anything like this could happen in
your lifetime, did you, bub? Well, it's a strange life, we all know that. Go on now. Keep it up.”
Wran—MIEbNZEE, ROLCHRLAZZVEDE L2, RIZE-> TR, HET
JEB) ) 2 AEER & T o 72NN OB TS %,

So we kept on with it. His fingers rode my fingers as my hand went over the
paper. It was like nothing else in my life up to now.

Then he said. “I think that’s it. I think you got it,” he said.

“Take a look. What do you think?”

But I had my eyes closed. I thought I'd keep them that way for a little longer.
I thought it was something I ought to do.

“Well?” he said. “Are you looking?”

My eyes were still closed. I was in my house. I knew that.

But I didn’t feel like I was inside anything.

“It’s really something,” I said.38)
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“Sit down,” she said to her husbhand once more, He moved his plate from one
hand to the other. But he kept standing there. It was then she saw puddles of
water on the table. She heard water, too. It was dripping off the table and onto

the linoleum.40)
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She looked down at her husband’s bare feet. She stared at his feet next to the
pool of water. She knew she’d never again in her life see anything so unusual.
But she didn’t know what to make of it yet. She thought she’d better put on
some lipstick, get her coat, and go ahead to the auction. But she couldn’t take
her eyes from her husband’s feet. She put her plate on the table and watched

until the feet left the kitchen and went back into the living room‘“)
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A Reading of Three Stories from Raymond Carver’s works
— An Essay on A SMALL, GOOD THING, CATHEDRAL, and PRESERVATION —

KAWASE Hiroko
Abstract

America has developed a new cultural map in the outskirt of big cities. Raymond Carver
has shown an insightful observation to the lives of the suburban residential area, trying to
dissect their lifestyle. The suburb has long been the ideally standardized locale of American
way of life ; such as, having one’s own individual houses with neatly cared yards and gar-
dens, and spatial garages for two or three cars. There they could live far from the madding
crowd and enjoy the materialistic comfort. To the majority of Americans, the suburb has
been a new cultural frontier. Carver picks up three young couples’ lives in that surrounding
and studies carefully their mentality in order to characterize the ones of ‘suburbia’. In the
case of A SMALL, GOOD THING, a young couple had a son whose birthday comes soon ;
the birthday cake being ordered to the baker ; however, the boy is hit by a car and dies
eventually ; while the baker keeps nasty callings to their home. At the end of the story, the
baker apologizes and he tries to console the couple for the loss of their child. In CATHED-
RAL, the husband of a young couple, having an overnight guest who is blind, learns what is
meant to be blind at the end of the story. There is a moment of enlightenment for the hus-
band. In PRESERVATION, the refrigerator becomes out of order and that leads to the fra-
gility of the relationship of a young couple ; the tension and void in closed-in atmosphere
between them causes a serious ending. In the three lives of the suburban landscape we
learn how each lifestyle is isolated from rest of the world. Once to become the suburbia is a
dream for the middle-class American families. However, despite the fact of the future-
oriented American dream, the suburbia faces uncertainty, fear, and isolation. There is no
such a hope as was seen once upon a time. Carver overshadows the suburban life and re-
veals the pitfalls of an individual psyche in that surrounding.

Keywords: suburbia, isolation, routine
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