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The effect of the instructional classworks on the reading comprehension of an explanatory text:
using instructions which aim at understanding of the formal aspects of the text.

MASUDA Hiroko

SUMMARY

This study investigate the effect of the 2 types of instructional classworks on reading
comprehension of an explanatory text.

In the first experiment, subjects received a passage on politeness, and were given an in-
structional classwork which aims to present them the contents of the text apparently. After
the instruction, they asked to give their opinions on the text, and to answer the question
that “What does the author intend to communicate through this passage?”. In the second ex-
periment, subjects received same passage in the first experiment, and were and were given
an instructional classwork which aims to present them the construction of the text
apparently. After the instruction, they asked to answer the question about the contents, the
construction, the true-or-false questions about the text, and their opinions about the text. In
both experiments, if the instructional classworks were effective, then the MRS (the Moral
Reading Schema) would not be activated and subjects could answer those tasks approp-
riately.

The main results are as follows. Both types of the instructional classwork referred to
above did not have significant effect on facilitating reading appropriately. But it was
showed that subjects who understood the contents and the construction appropriately made
use of fewer MRS than subjects who understood inappropriately.

Based upon these results, it is hoped to develop more effective instructional teaching
method for students to facilitate understanding the formal aspects of the text.

Keywords: explanatory text, formal aspects of the text, reading comprehension, MRS (the
Moral Reading Schema), instructional classwork
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