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Heidegger’s Philosophy and National Socialism
OKUYA, Koichi

Abstract

The deep involvement of the world-renowned philosopher, Martin Heidegger, in the
cruelest political system of the twentieth century, National Socialism —that is, Nazism— is
still now an intense controversy. For the time being, this controversy has continued on into
the twenty-first century.

Until now, it has been thought that after Heidegger converted from theology to philosophy,
he was only active in the world of academia, and until he joined the Nazi Party soon after
been selected the president of the University of Freiburg in April 1933, he had no direct
connection to the political world. However, if we alter this viewpoint while looking at
“Being and Time”, this 1927 publication that made him famous can be understood as a
metaphysical expression of his political ideology and political philosophy. The reason why
is that “Being and Time” critically analyzes the loss of individuality and an adventurous
spirit in the boring everyday world, and the obliviousness of the average human towards
“being”, under the framework of inquiring about the essence of “being” for humans as
“Dasein”. Thus, by thoroughly investigating the “anxiety” and “fear” that are the source of a
person’s “existence leading towards death”, the “determination” of “essentiality” can be pursued.
This analysis clearly shows that he held the political goal of liberation from what he perceived
as the oppressive Weimar system of the time. Due to these political implications, in 1933
Heidegger was inspired by the conservative revolutionary movement started by the Nazis as
a new “rise to power” and the “dawn of an era”, and was absorbed into it.

From this perspective, this work considers the process by which Heidegger became involved
in Nazism after “Being and Time” a natural one of his ideological development, dividing it
into four periods (before he was president of the university; his time as university president;
after his resignation until Germany’s defeat; after World War II) with the hope of clarifying
the degree and characteristics of Heidegger’s relationship with Nazism during each one.

Keywords: National Socialism; nihilism and its overcoming; Criticism of democracy and modern
technology; ethical incompetence
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