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Heidegger and Anti-Semitism
OKUYA, Koichi

Abstract

It is now well known that Heidegger, the world-renowned philosopher, was a member of
the Nazi Party from 1933 until the fall of the Third Reich in 1945. However, the dispute
over questions of to what degree he was active with the Nazis and adopted Nazism’s ideolo-
gy are still unresolved. Of particular importance is the question of whether Heidegger was
involved in the anti-Semitism that supported the Nazis’ barbaric Holocaust, a singular event
in human history in which approximately six million Jews were killed in extermination
camps. It is clear that he did not hold to the fanatic biological and racial anti-Semitism of
Hitler. However, if one analyzes Heidegger’s words and actions carefully, one understands
that the seeds of anti-Semitism were planted in him to some extent.

This paper examines the origins and history of anti-Semitism and the Nazis" anti-Semitic
ideology in order to demonstrate this.

Keywords: Anti-Semitism, Holocaust, Anti-Semitism myths, Reconstruction law of civil servants
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