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Psychoanalytic Understandings of the Life and Death of KAJII Motojiro,
a Famous Japanese Novelist: With Special Reference to His Attitudes towards
Death from the Standpoint of Object-loss Theory (Mourning Work)

YASUOKA Homare

Abstract

KAJII Motojiro (1901-1932) , a famous novelist in Japan, left more than twenty master-
pieces in the later Taisho and early Showa era. His works, or poetical short stories, reflect
his unique personal experiences and psychic unstableness.

His life filled with anxiety of “loss of self” and object-loss experiences: the near-death ex-
perience of acute nephritis at 6 years old, and his mother’s suicide-attempt involving her
children including 6 (or 7) year old Motojiro. These repeated crisis taught him that his life
was in his mother’s hands. Besides, his loss of a brother and a sister with tuberculosis
oriented diseases, and his own development of tuberculosis, which he affected when he was
17 and eventually died at 31, forced Motojiro face with a psychologically difficult problem:
how to accept his own death.

These family episodes provoked his annihilation anxiety (loss of self) , which Motojiro
inevitably denied and repressed into his unconscious world. This repression left very im-
portant influences on his later life, namely on his personality development (formation of
two-faced and neurotic character traits) , on his conflicts with parents (Oedipus and Ajase
complexes) , and especially on his attitudes towards death (fluctuation between denial and
acceptance) . Because of these unstableness, later he developed the reactive depressive state
at 22 and the transient schizophreniform state at 25.

Motojiro’s literary works sharply reflect his experiences and confrontations with how to
accept his and someone’s death. In this paper, the author investigated the life and death of
KAJIT Motojiro, and presented some considerations from the psychological and pathog-
raphical points of view. The author found that vicissitudes of Motojiro’s attitudes towards
death reflects his view on the loss of self, or the loss of subject’s “consciousness and will.”
Hence he made every effort to preserve his “consciousness” and “will to survive,” as a
countermeasure against the fear of death. We can consequently understand that the essence
of his literary works was a life-long confrontation with and overcome of his own death. Un-
fortunately, his mourning work was left uncompleted.

Key Words: fear of death, object-loss experience, anxiety of “loss of self”, mourning work,
attitude towards death

(RdBh FITh REACEREIZ  FHMEEER)





